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OUR Haven to Mr. Cor: 
rom and his family, ſince 
His living i in your neighbour- 
hood, calls for a grateſul achiow- 
leds ment. -- His retreat from pub- 
lick work wa been much more un- 
caly and grie vous to him, had he 
not met with an opportunity of ſome 
Zn little 


little ſervice, and with very friendly 
entertainment, at Jour houſe. The 
prayers and bleſſings of his /aff year's 
were peculiatly yours. I hope you 
both do, and will fare the better 
for them. Gop who takes pleaſure 
in the title of a Gop hegring pray- 

Ae NV 
er, continues to make gracibut r- 
turns to the prayers, of the upright 
long after their being offered to 
him {1 A JAA at 

I will not doubt of your favour- 
able reception of this Dedication, 
(though I-had not the opportunity 1 
wiſh'd for, to acquaint you with it) 
ſince both Decency and Gratitude 


cepred as 2.juſt r e/pett paid to your 
love of Mercy and Piety, not only 


in zhis, but in many other Inſtances 
that have come within the notice of 


e 


CCC Bel 21 ö 1 
Vu Humble Servant, | 
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Jos xiv. 10. 
But man dieth, and waſteth away: 
yea man giveth up the ghoſt, and 


where is he? 


| HESE words were particularly mark- 
ed by the late reverend Mr. Cotton, 

whoſe death occaſions my ſtanding 
here at this time, He thought them fit to 
be improved, by putting the moſt awful 
and affecting enquiries to our own ſouls, 
at the funeral of others, in variety of caſes to 
which this queſtion would lead us, Where is 
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reach) it will bud, and bring forth boughs 
| 2 


: 2 


The firſt part of this chapter deſcribes 
the Lir to which man is born. His 
days re few, and full of trouble, ver. 1. In 

frou 


his m riſhing eſtate, he is like a fa- 
ding flower, or. a fleeing ſhadow which 
hath no continuance, wer. 2. And in the 


days of his affliction he is grieved under a 
ſenſe of G oD's bringing him into judgment, 
ver. 3. And yet he ſeems to think that the 


common frailty of human nature was e- 


nough to move compaſſion, and to prevent 
G o D's judicial proceedings, ſince none can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean, ver. 4. 
Yea, he pleads with Go p, that ſeeing the 
days of mam are determin'd, the number of his 
months are with him, and thoſe days appornted 
we cannot poſes ver. 5. therefore he ſhould 
turn from ſtriving with ſuch a creature, 
that he may - have reſt, till he ſhall accom- 
pliſb as an bireling his day, ver. 6. 

After this follows an affecting view of 
DEATH. For there is hope of a tree if it 
be cut down, that it will ſprout again, and 
tbat the tender branch thereof will not ceaſe. 
Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, 
and the ſtock there die in the ground; (that 
is, die as to any thing that appears for a 
ſeaſon ;) yet through the ſcent of water (which 
it draws to itſelf if any moiſture be within 


lie 
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lite a plant. It lives and becomes flouriſh-. 
ing again. But it is not ſo with man; 
Man dieth, and waſteth away, or is cut off, 
never to return to life upon this earth any 
more: yea man giveth up the ghoſt, and where 
is be? His ſpirit or ſoul being departed, 
and his body mouldring to duſt, none can 
ſer the ſcattered parts together again, or 
give them breath and motion. 
lere is be? A manner of ſpeaking that 
repreſents all ſeeking to find him out a- 
gain upon earth, a vain ſearch. And ſo 
this phraſe may be explained by that paſſage 
in Fob vii. 8. The eye of him that hath ſeen 
me ſhall ſee me no more, Thine eyes are upon 
me and I am not, This is the primary ſenſe 
and view of theſe words. Where is man 
when his ſoul is departed? Not to be ſeen 
like a tree or plant, that from a root in the 
earth may ſhoot upagain, and grow as green 
and large as before it was cut: Bur the life 
of man being once extinct, there is an 
entire waſte of the whole bodily ſubſtance. . 
However in a ſecondary and further view 
of this expreſſion, we may ſtill repeat it, 
Where is be? Is he utterly loſt, nothing of 
him remaining any where? That cannot 
be; becauſe the ghoſt or the ſpirit that is 
given up, muſt be given up to ſome hand, 
ſome ſtate and place. Ves, it is given to Gon. 
The duſt ſhall return to the earth as it ua.; 
and the ſpirit ſhall _ unto God who gave 
2 11, 


rr 


4 AS NMMON on the Death 
it, Eccleſ. xii. 7. The ſpirit of every man 
muſt go to G op to be judged by him, and 
to be diſpoſed of in the next ſtate of ex- 
iſtence according to the ſentence of his 
Judge. e Nr 1 
But upon this again the queſtion recurrs, 
Where is he? Is he with Gop, the God of 
mercy, the Fountain of light and joy, of 
life and love? Or is he with the enemies of 
Go, with thoſe that are appointed to an 
everlaſting ſeparation and diſtance from 
him? For theſe two ſtates of departed ſpi- 
rits the ſcriptures very expreſly declare to 
us. When a wicked man dieth, his N 
ſhall periſb, Prov. xi. 7. The wicked ſhall be 
furned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
Go p, E/ ix. 17. On the other hand, Gop 
will not leave the ſoul of his ſervants in bell: 
But will ſhew them the path of life, Pial. xvi. 
10, 11. Becauſe I live, fays Chriſt, ye ſhall 
tive alſo. Lazarus died, and was carried 
angels into Abraham's boſom. The rich man alfo 
died and was buried, and in hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments, Luke xvi. 22, 23. 
To the penitent and believing Chriſt ſays, 
at their death, Thou ſhalt be with me in 
paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. To thoſe that 
die in their fins he lays, whither I go ye can- 
not come, John viii. 21. Here we may ſtill 
$0 on with the enquiry, and ask, What 
ind of place and ſtate is that of the bad, 
called hell? And what is the place and _ 
0 


of Mer. THOMAS Corrox. 5 
of the good, called paradiſe? And then 
finally we may apply it to this and the other 
particular perſon that we frequently ſaw, 
or converſed with, or had a friendſhip for, 
or ſtood: related to; and ſo there will be a 
new force in the queſtion here is he? 


According to theſe ſeveral ways of put⸗- 
ting the queſtion we may form ſeveral 
uſeful and improving anſwers. 


I. Where is that part of man that dieth? 
Our text tells us, it is waſting away, or 
quite cut off to be ſeen no more. ä 
Some have applied this expreſſion of 
ſwaſting away] to the ftare of men before 
death; but very unſuitably to the order of 
the words. From hence they have ob- 
ſerved in the general, that man is a © waſt- 
_ © ing dying creature. A truth moſt ob- 
vious in it ſelf, and fit to be often im- 
_ upon our minds: But it will not 

y any means ſuit the context, to fix that 
obſervation upon this place. Becauſe a tree, 
and every other material thing, may have 
this ſaid of it, that it is ſubject to waſte and 
die in its proper ſeaſon, as well as man. 
But man's waſting away ſtands directly op- 
poſed to a tree's reviving again after it is cut 
down. And therefore the waſte of man is 
put after his dying, as he no more quickens 

i or 


6 Aso an ibe Death 


or appears in this world. He no more re- 
vives; as plants and vegetables do. 
Hence it is chat the ſcri ſo affection- 
ately mentions this account of death, that 
we hall 70 more ſet or converſe with thoſe 
that die away from us. This conſideration 
made the Fſalmiſt pray with earneſtneſs, 
that life might be a little longer ſpared and 

onged. O pure me that I may recover 
ftrength, before I go bence, and be: ſeen no 
more, Pſal. xxxix. 13. This made our Sa- 
viour repreſent his parting with the world, 
in 2 different way from his | parting with 
tis Diſciples ; yet à little while and the 
world ſeeth me no more, but ye fee me, John 
2iv.:19. This made che elders of Epbeſus, 
and others, grieve ſo much at their parting 
with St. Paul; forrowing moft of all for the 
words which be ſpale, that they ſhould ſee his 
face no more, Acts xx. 38. But this made 
David acquieſce in the death of his child, 
and riſe and cat bread ;. I ſhall go to him, 
Bur he ſhall not return to me, 2 Sam. xii. 23. 
Theſe things plainly direct us what uſe we 
are to make of this repreſentation of death. 


« 'Þ 


II. In a remoter and further view of 
death we may enquire, where do's the ghoft 
or ſpirit go? The anſwer is, that it is given 
h. As we are creatures it is given back 

to the Creator, from whom it immediately 


came. 


of Mr. Tomas CorTON, þ 
came. As we are Chriftrans, it is given u 
to him that purchaſed and redeemed it. 

+ When the Father of ſpirits calls for it, 
either willingly or by it muſt be 
given up. There is no man tbat hath 
power over the ſpirit, to retain the" fpirit; 
neither hath he power in the day of death: 
there is no tt in that war, Eccleſ. 
viii. 8. "They that truſt in their wealth, and 
toaft themſelves in the ' multitude of their 
riches ; none of them can by am means re- 
deem his brother, nor give 10 Go a ranſom 
for him. For the redemption f their foul . 
ts precious and it ceaſeth forever, Pal. xlix. 
6, 7, 8. Thus the ſpirit is = up, whe- 
ther men will, or not. But the willing 
man can ſay, into thine hands I commit my 
ſpirit ; thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord Gop 
of truth, Pal. xxx1. 5. ene 
As we are Chriſtians the ſpirit is given 
up with the firmeſt hope and truſt, to 
bim that has purchaſed and redeemed it. 
They ſoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
ſaying, Lord Feſus receive my ſpirit, Acts 
vii. 19. Calling upon Gop, and ſaying, 
LoRD Jxsus, is an expreſs acknowledge- 
ment that Jxsus is Gop. If worſhip be 
only due to Gop, then this text Furs thy 
ly proves our Saviour's Deity; ſince the 
higheſt and laſt act of adoration and ſur- 
render is made to him. This was occa- 
honed by the heavens opening, and feng 


B :4 SERMON onthe Death 
the Son of Man ſtanding on the:right hand of 
Gop, ready to receive the ſpirit committed 
to him. This made St. Paul'fay, I know = 
whom I have believed, and I am perſuaded 
that be is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted to him againſt that day, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
Some I know would have the thing com- 
mitted to Chriſt in that text, to ſignify the 
plantation of Chriſtianity, which the Apoſtle 
could look upon every where to be under 
the care of Chriſt; and which he could 
leave with him, under all his own ſuffer- 
ings and in _ views of death it ſelf. But 
he mentions the Goſpel as a depoſitum com- 
mitted to — pu to A te of 
religion; by whom the form of ſound words 
ſhould be handed down from one genera- 
tion to another. Therefore the depofitum 
which he commits to Jeſus Chriſt muſt be 
his own ſoul, and the ſouls of thoſe converted 
by his means. This naturally follows from 
the aflurance and declaration juſt before, 
that Jeſus Chriſt had aboliſhed death, and 
had brought hfe and immortality. fo light 
through the Goſpel. Believing this himſelf, 
and preaching and teaching it to the Gen - 
tiles, and ſuffering for theſe things, the de- 
poſit he ſpeaks of as put into the hand of 
Cbriſt, is ſomething that was to be kept to 
eternal life; not that depoſit which was 
to be handed down from one ſet of mini- 
lers, and Chriſtians to another in on 
world; 


f Mr. THouASs COTTON. 9 
world; but the ſouls that were to be kept 
ainſt that day. An emphatical expreſſion 
— — — future — — of Chriſt, 
when thoſe that have been committed to 
him, and that truly believed in him, ſhall 
alſo appear with him in his glory. The 
ſoul of every faithful miniſter and of every 
good Chriſtian, is given up to Chriſt upon 
this hope. In all ſufferings through life, 
and in the laſt conflicts when death comes; 
the ſpirit is committed to the great Pur- 
chaſer, Redeemer and Saviour of it. 

How much ſhould it be our concern, 
and how frequently ſhould it be our pra- 
ctice, to make willing ſurrenders of our im- 
mortal ſouls into the hands of him that 
loved them, and died for them? Eſpeci- 
ally when we conſider that he continually 
ſtands on the right hand of Gop, ready 
to help them in their paſſage out of this 
life, and ready to receive them and wel- 
come them to his glory! | 3 

On the other hand; how aweful, dread- 
ful a thing muſt it be, for a ſoul to be 
forced out of this body, to be torn away 
from every thing in this world, and gi- 
ven up to the judge eternal to receive its 
doom ; ſurrounded with devils and with 
horrors, and filled with agonies and ſtings 
that ſhall never dic, yea, that ſhall be for- 
ever increaſing, inſtead of diminiſhing and 
being over? This was the condition of 3 
C that 


10 AS NMON on the Death 
that ſaid, foul take thine 17 eat drink and 
be merry, thou haſt goods laid up for many 
years. For Gop ſaid to him, thou fool ! 
this might thy foul ſhall be required of thee, 
Luk. xii. 19, 20. In the midſt of all thy 
fine proſpects, it ſhall be required with a 
power and authority that ſhall force it 
away. | 

Man dieth and waſteth away, and either 
by a voluntary ſurrender, or a forcible ar- 
reſt, his ſoul is given up. Some think there 
is a peculiar emphaſis laid upon this, by 
the particle yea in our text; yea, man giveth 
up the ghoſt. iN 


III. After the ſoul of man is thus given 
up, where is he lodged ? Where hath the 
ghoſt, or ſpirit, its abode? The anſwer to 
this is, either in Hell, or in Paradiſe : thoſe 
two places the Goſpel expreſsly mentions, 
bur no other. 


Theſe have different names, and different 
deſcriptions in the word of God. Hell is 
ſomerimes deſcribed as a place of everla/t- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels, 
Math. xxv. 41. Sometimes it is called the 
Pit from which there 1s no redemption ; the 
bottomleſs pit, in which the foul will con- 
tinue ſinking deeper and deeper into miſery 
for ever, Revel. xx. 3. Sometimes it is called 

| outer 


of Mr. Tomas Corrox. 1 
outer darlneſi, where there is ecping, waiF 
ins, and gnaſhing of teeth, Math. xxii. 13. 
To him that lies in the midſt of fire and 
flames, all without or beyond the body 
of fire that encompaſſes him, is darkneſs, 
outer darkneſs, And hence in the general 
it is called the place of torment, Luk. xvi. 
28. Its torment is deſcribed to be both in- 
ward, and outward ; where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched, Mark 1x. 44. 
This is the hell to which infidel ſpirits, 
and all hypocritical falſe ſpirits, and all im- 
moral impenitent ſpirits are condemned 
after they go from hence. 


On the other hand, Paradiſe alſo hath 
difterent names and deſcriptions. Some- 
times it is called heaven. So that when 
Chriſt ſays thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe, 
| we are to add thoſe places where it is ſaid 
Chriſt was received up into heaven, and ſat 
on the ”— hand of God, Mark xvi. 19. and 
other places. In this connection we are 
juſtified by expreſs Scripture ; (namely) in 
making that paradiſe which Chriſt promi- 
ſed the penitent malefactor on the croſs, 
the very ſame with that heaven to which 
the body of Chriſt afterward aſcended. In 
St. Paul's account of his heavenly rapture, 
he ſays he was caught up to the third hea- 
ven, or heaven of heavens: and repeating it 
agam he ſays, e was caught up into para- 

C 2 diſe. 
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diſe, 2 Cor. xii. 34. Sometimes it is called by 
CnRIST, his Father's houſe, in which there are 
many manſions; and a place prepared by him, 
John xiv. 2. Sometimes it is called the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light. An inheritance, 
becauſe it-is a place conveyed as from a 
father. An inheritance of the ſaints; be- 
Cauſe it is a place into which none can en- 
ter but thoſe that are /and:ified, An inheri- 
tance in /zght, becauſe it is a place of per- 
fect knowledge, goodneſs, and joy. It is 
therefore emphatically alſo called, the joy 
o our Lord. Sometimes it is called the 
eavenly city, and the heavenly Jeruſalem. 
It hath a plenitude of inhabitants, with all 
the magnificence, grandeur, and entertain- 
: ments that a city can afford ; and yet at the 
ſame time it hath all the innocence and 
delights of nature that may be ſuppoſed in 
a paradiſe, Sometimes it is called the King- 
dom; and the Kingdom prepared from the 
foundation of the world. It is flyled @ fa- 
ther's Kingdom, and an everlaſiing Kingdom. 
Hence it is, that the lively hope to which we 
are begotten by the reſurrection of Chriſt from 
the dead, is to an inberitance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
erved in heaven for us, 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. 
Every ſoul that is given up when the 
body dies, goeth to one, or tother, of 
theſe places. For the wandring of ghoſts 
upon this earth, was à mere fiction ang 
fancy 
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of Mr. THomMAs'CoTToON. 13 
fancy of idolaters; and hath no foundation 
in the right reaſon of things. The mid- 
dle ſtate between heaven and hell, which 
is called purgatory, is a mere invention of 
the papr/ts, to make their maſſes and prayers 
for the dead appear neceſſary, and valuable 
to the common people; and to ſecure to 
the Romiſh — all the power and pro- 
fits that ariſe from thence. For this, there 
is no manner of ſupport in ſcripture; but 
abundant confutation of it from the places 
before quoted. When the wicked dieth 
his expectation periſheth; and therefore 
purgatory can do nothing for him, ſince 
all expectation is deſtroyed for ever. The 
righteous, when this earthly houſe is diſſolved, 
hath an houſe not made with hands eternal 
in the heavens : They go to be preſent 
mY the rg : And therefore not toa ſtate 
where they are purifying and preparin 
only for his en ang The 1 55 Pg 
wicked is hell, as before deſcribed ; the 
place of the bleſſed is paradiſe or heaven, 
as has been repreſented to us: And no other 
place betwixt theſe, hath any mention 
made of it in the word of Gop. I muſt 
not, I need not ſtay to expoſe this and the 
other limbus of the poprſh writers, which 
have no ſupport bur falſe explications of 
one or two places of ſcripture, with a 
pumber of wild ſuperſtitious fancies, and 
humane traditions, h 
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14 A SERMON on the Death 
That which principally concerns us on 
the point I am ſpeaking to, is, to get tho- 
roughly affected with a ſenſe and belief of 
thoſe two certain ſtates, into which all the 
ſpirits of men that die out of this world 
are divided. That we may have ſuch 
awful realizing views of the place of tor- 
ment, and the dreadful miſerable company 
with which they that go into it ſhall be 
unchangeably fixed, that we may now be 
ſeparate from finners, and may avoid and 
abhor the way of the wicked, and in fo 
doing may fly from the wrath to come. 
That alſo we may get our hearts fo di- 
reed to heaven, our faith and affections ſo 
raiſed and ſtrengthened in the purſuit of 
heavenly things, as to love and value every 
acquaintance, every ordinance, and every 
occaſion that leads us to ſeek for that bet- 
ter country, and gives us hope of obtain- 
ing it. We ſhould learn to make it the 
fir/t and the laſting concern of our lives, to 
gain thoſe diſpoſitions of ſoul which ſhall 
ſuit us to the company and ſociety of in- 
telligent ſinleſs ſpirits Thoſe ſpirits of 
love and goodneſs, of truth and intire ad- 
herence to the will of Gob, who delight 
to execute his pleaſure in continual active 
obedience. Amongſt whom, there is no 
hatred, no perverſeneſs, no ſloth. There 
every ſlothful ſervant ſtands excluded, and 
branded as a wicked ſervant, 


In 


f Mr. Tuomas Corrox. 15 
In ſhort, our great buſineſs here is to get 
ſuited to that ſtate and world where Gop 15 
all in all; and where all the ſpirits that 
dwell in his preſence, are made . 

This is the improvement we ſhould make 
of enquiring after the place to which de- 
parted ſpirits go. That ſtate to which a 
ſoul and ſpirit is ſuited, to that it goes at 
death. No abſolutions, or anathema's of 
men, ſhall make the Judge of all the earth 
do an unſuitable thing in any one caſe or 
inſtance. It is therefore the work of %, 
and not of a death-bed merely, to get a ſoul 
and ſpirit free from the diſpoſitions of hell, 
and to get it formed into the diſpeſitions of 
heaven. s 

This is the glory of the Goſpel, that the 
grace of Gop there manifeſted, if it bring 
falvation to us, feacheth us to deny ungodli- 
neſs and worldly 155 and to live ber, rigb- 
teoufly, and godly in this preſent world, 
Tir. ii. 11, 12. It teacheth us to /ay aſide 
all malice, and envies, and hypocrifies, and 
evil ſpeaking; and to be meek and lnwly 
in heart, and to be uſeful in life, abound- 
ing in every good work. It teacheth us to 
manage all our preſent talents, and trufts, 
ſo as to lay up in ſtore for ourſelves a good 
eres that we may lay bold on eternal 
fe. 

Thus we are taught to look for the 
mercy of Gop, through faith in Chriſt 
| ws 1 


allowed and watched againſt; and to in- 
terpret kindly the little good we have done 
here, if done with ſincere affections to our 
Lord and his faithful ſervants: and then 
finally, to make us partakers of his king- 
dom and glory. 


IV. We may apply this queſtion, with 
what has been ſaid upon it in general, to 
particular perſons who have drawn our no- 
tice above others, or with whom we have 
contracted ſpecial intimacies or relations; 
Where is ſuch or ſuch an one? What is 
become. of him, ſince his ſpirit'is departed 
into the other world? This queſtion ap- 
plied to particular inſtances will haye much 
greater force, than when it is only diſcour- 
ſed of with regard to the two great bodies 
of men, that is, the righteous and the 
wicked. 


Apply this irt to ſome perſon of quali- 
ty and high condition in the world, that you 
have at any time attended, or frequently 
obſerved. That perſon that I ſaw in great 
Pap and honour the other day, what is 

come of him? Is all that glory extin- 
guiſhed? Where is He and all his ſplendor 
gone ? There is great force in putting this 

2 ſer iouſſy 


16 .A SERMON: ou the Death 
Jeſus, to blot out our: fins if forſaken; and 
to cover our infirmities and follies, if un- 
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f N. Tous Co fox. 47 
ſeriouſſy when you have a particular in- 
ſtance in your eye, to cure all vain anbi- 
tion, and all enby of outward ſhow and 
Nate. Man dieth and waſteth away, and 
his Honour fadeth with him, and cannot 
deſcend after him; Now he hath given up 
the ghoſt, where is he? Is he honoured in 
the other world, as he was in this? Hath 
God accepted kim; and crowned him, or 
hath he been turned away with that cuts 
ting ſentence,” notwithſtanding all his our 
deur, I know you not? © 

What did his ſpirit appear ſuited wo? 
What regards did he uſe to ſhew to the 
ſervice of his Maker? to the religion ef 
Jeſus? to the good of his fellow crea- 
tures? and to the ſober conduct of him- 
ſelf? If theſe things were of no eſteem 
with him, he is gone into a world where 
he hath no friend, no eſteem, no love, but 
is covered with reproaches and infupporta- 
ble confuſion. A world where his honour 
is exchanged for the extremeſt contempt, 
and put out in everlaſting darkneſs. But 
if his ſpirit was ſuited to the will of Gop, 
great in acts of goodneſs and beneficence to 
mankind, a believer in Jeſus, and concern- 
ed for the honour of his word and inſtitu- 
tions, he hath honours infinitely beyond 
all that are known in this world Gofifetred 
upon him in the heav ens. 
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Apply this, again, to ſome rich friend 

or acquaintance at death, and ſay, There 
is ſuch a one with all his wealth and his 
vaſt eſtate? Where is his ſoul and ſpirit 
gone? His riches J underſtand go here and 
there; ſo much to this relation, ſo much 
to that, ſo much to one uſe and purpoſe, 
ſo much to another, This I can trace, and 
daily hear people talk about; but the man 
that hath given up his ghoſt, as well as 
his eſtate, where is he? | F 
| the ſame meaſures that we were 
taught to judge of the man of honour, we 
may alſo anſwer the queſtion concerning 
the man of wealth. What uſe did he 
make of his wealth? What did he do for 
the advancement of Chriſt's kingdom in the 
world? What for the maintaining of 
juſtice, and manifeſting a love of mercy ? 
What ſpirit did he ſhew himſelf of, and 
to what was he moſt /uited? To Hell, or 
Heaven? Theſe are the enquiries that muſt 
determine his ſtate. And certain it is, that 
as riches could not profit in the day of 
death, much leſs will they profit in the 
day of wrath. Bur if they have miniſtred 
to righteouſneſs, and mercy, to religion 
and the love of Gop, he is gone to a bet- 
ter and more enduring ſubſtance in heaven, 
than any here upon earth. +750 
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Apply this, next, to ſome w/e and in- 
genious friend, and ſay, Where is ſuch an 
one with all His learning and ingenuity? He 
is dead and waſting away, we ſhall hear 
his wiſdom, and have his counſels no 
more. His ingenious or uſeful converſation 
will entertain us no more, profit us no 
more. His learning, and his knowledge 
of all that belonged to this world, its lan- 
guages, laws, and ſciences, are now periſh- 
ed. For when a man's breath goes forth, and 
be returns to his earth, in that very day his 
thoughts periſh, Pſal. cxlvi. 4. They periſh as 
to every thing that merely concerns this life. 

But where is that ghoſt or ſpirit he hath 
given up? A ſoul ſo ingenious and wiſe 
mult be formed, ſurely, for ſome vaſtly 
improving ſtate, ſome ſhining manſion in 
the world above. Yes; if his learning 
and wit and ingenuity were here devoted 
to the honour of his Redeemer, and his 
Gop; and to regulate his own paſſions, 
and appetites ; and to be ſerviceable to his 
fellow creatures; then he riſeth high in the 
heavens, and will become very glorious in 
the perfection of knowledge and goodneſs 
there. But wit and learning, if made an 
ill uſe of; ro diſhonour Gop; to deride 
and vilify Chriſtianity ; to excite and grati- 
ty vicious affections or appetites ; and to 
bear down or over-reach others, to their 
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20 ASERMON on the Death 
hurt, muſt end in torment and miſery. If 
ſuperiour endowments of mind ate uſed 
only to render a man a more ſucceſsful 
worker of iniquity, they will ſink him the 
deeper in miſery — Learning, and 
ingenuity, are of the ſame nature with 
wealth, and other worldly things, in the 
future account. In themſelves tbey are 
neither morally good, nor evil. It is the 
uſe or abuſe of them, in the application 
that is made of them, that will determine 
a ſoul to a ſtate of future rewards or pu- 
niſhments. By this therefore We may 
anſwer the queſtion concerning the wiſe 
and learned, as well as the rich and ho- 
nourable. 
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Apply the queſtion, yet again, to ſome 
ſtrong man. Such an acquaintance in all 
the vigor of nature, hat lively, healthful, 
cheerful man, Where is he? 1 7 

Why truly, become as melancholly 
a ſpectacle as any other, when death 
has changed his countenance. His bold 
enterprizing body is now in the grave, 
periſhing and waſting away; and his ghoſt, 
or ſpirit, is gone to receive its doom. 
There is no more bluſtering, or joaking, 
and glorying in might and ſtrength, as 1s 
the common cuſtom of ſuch men while 
upon earth, | 


if | 
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If all the health and vigor he enjoyed 
here, was ſpent in the ſervice of ſin, and 
in helliſh paſſions, or in allowed immora- 
lities, the ſpirit when ſtript of the body 
looks back to it with the moſt intolerable 
anguiſh. If, on the other hand, that 
ſtrength was uſed for Gor, and in ways 

of goodneſs, the ſpirit is in a ſtate of joy, 
more lively and more vigorous than ever. 


Apply the queſtion, in a few words, 
the contrary way. Such a labouring, = 
man; ſuch a /uffering, weak, afflicted ac- 
quaintance, Where is be? Why, if he was 
a good man, his body is at reſt, from all 
its wants, and ſorrows, and parns, in the 
grave, and his ſpirit 1s at reſt with Gop. 
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e If he was a prophane wicked man, he is 
l gone from one ſtate of miſery to another ; 
l, and after death his miſeries are beyond re- 


lief, and without end. No man is ſaved 
merely becauſe poor and afflicted; but what 
his ſpirit was ſuited to, and fitted for, by 
patience and piety, juſtice and mercy, to 


e, that ſtate he is appointed. 

ſt, | 

m. | 

g. After the ſame manner we may enquire 
concerning thoſe that were known to us, 
or that we had any tranſactions with, in 


the different offices and bufineſs of life. 
Where 
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Where is that miniſter of fate, or of juſtice, 
that I fo frequently read of, or ſaw, deci- 
ding the moſt important cauſes amongſt 
men ; ordering the affairs of kingdoms, or 
fitting in judgment upon matters of right 
and wrong, of life and death? How hath 
he appeared before his principal? How 
hath the Fudge of all the earth paſſed ſen- 
tence upon him ? Did he remember, that he 
was in every thing accountable to .Gop ? 
Did he believe and conſider that the ad- 
miniſtration of all things, and the final 
judgment of all perſons, is committed to 
Jeſus Chriſt? Did he carry it to men as 
men, and to Chriſtians as Chriſtians, im- 
partially ſtudying what is juſt and equal, 
ſecuring unto Cæſar the things that are Cæ- 
ſar's, and unto Gop the things that are Gop's? 

Or did he deſpiſe an inviſible and eter- 
nal Judge, and carry it ſcornfully and 
haughtily to thoſe that believed in Chriſt, 
and revered the powers of the world to 
come? Did he rule with ſloth, and with 
indulgence to the wicked, and with a love 
of bribes, inſtead of judging righteous judg- 
ment? Did he ſhew himſelf to be under 
the power of intereſt, and humour, more 
than of mercy, and benevolence to the 
deſpiſed and oppreſſed? Was he more power- 
fully ſwayed by a love of the praiſe of men, 
than by the praiſe that is of Gop ? rs hf 
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lowed continued courſe in one or other of 
theſe ways, ſhew what ſtate this and the 
other Ruler or Judge is ſuited to? 


Again, Where is he that uſed to be plead- 
ing at @ bar the cauſes of others? Who 
hath he, in the other world, to be an ad- 

vocate and pleader for him? Was he a 
Chriſtian or an Infidel ? A juſt, merciful 
man, or deceitful and violent? Was he a 
lover and promoter of truth and right, or 
of miſchief and iniquity ? | 


To proceed, Where is that and the other 
pbyſician that uſed to attend me in my ſick- 
neſs, and to adviſe me as to my health? 
His healing art is at an end, and where 
ſhall I ſay his ſpirit is gone? Did he wor- 
ſhip and honour the Gop of nature, and 

ay a due reverence to the Sovereign of 
ife and death? Had he any faith in the 
great Phyſician and Reſtorer of our loſt 
race? Any juſt eſteem for the healing me- 
thods of the Goſpel? Was he a lover of 
mankind; compaſſionate to them in their 
pains and miſeries, and was he a man that 
{ſtudied the ſober conduct of himſelf? Accor- 
ding to the anſwers juſtly made to ſuch que- 
ries as theſe, the inquiry in our text will ſtand 
relolved, and will determine where he is. 
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Io pur anothee cafe, Where is that dili- 
gent trader, that I uſed to ſee in almoſt 
every place of concourſe? That had ſo 
many attending him in his counting-houſe, 
and ſhop, and in other places of traffick:? 
Where is he now, looking back upon all 
his toils and cares? Hath he been as care- 
ful about the gains that are everlaſting, as 
about thoſe that are periſhing? Hath he 
acted with juſt concern to lay up a trea- 
ſure in heaven, ànd to ſecure the welfare 
of his ſoul? Or is he bewailing his miſpent 
time and pains in an eternal priſon? O let 
me conſider, how great a bleſſing buſineſs 
is under the conduct of religion; but how 
fatal a ſnare it is if it lead to the contempt 
or neglect of things ſpiritual and eternal. 
bus 5" 0 9617. TORS bus g 
Once more; you may enquire where is 
that publick preacher, that I uſed to ſee and 
Hear in this or the other aſſembliy? Thar 
miniſter, or paſtor, with whom I uſed to 
take counſel in the things/ of Gop, and 
to worſhip: with in publick or at home ? 
Hath he himſelf found mercy with Gop, 
or is he a caſt-way? Where is be? To 
which it may be anſwered, if he performed 
the offices of religion only as one that acted 
a part, and his heart was not right with 
Gop, and his life did not correſpond with 
bis ſermons, and prayers, Jeſus om 
wi 
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of Mr. THOMAS COTTON. 15 
will not no him ; his portion is with hy- 
pocrites and unbelievers. But if he ſpoke 
what he believed, and becauſe he believed ; 
and made it his conſtant endeavour to live 
agreeably to the things he taught; and be- 


came an example of repentance, where he 


was known to fall into ſin; and an exam- 
- of patience, when he fell into affliction: 
f his devotions were warmed with Faith, 
and charity; and if together with expreſſi- 
ons of love to Gop, he ever ſhewed a uni- 
verſal benevolence to the ſouls of men; 
and if he went about doing good, as he 
had ability and opportunity; furely ſuch a 
man muſt be with GO p, and muſt be wel- 
comed into heaven. | 
However he was known to be a man of 
like paſſions, and like infirmities with others, 
yet having obtained grace to be faithful unto 
death, he is received by Jxsus CHRIST to 
bliſs after death. He ſhall alſo come with 
Chriſt, when he comes to judge the world ; 
and ſhall then be a witneſs for, or againſt, 
thoſe that have attended his miniſtrations, 
and ſhared im his continual prayers. 


| You may carry the queſtion yet more 
cloſely and diſtinctly to the Relations of this 


life. My dead father, my. husband, my 


brother, my child, my friend, Where is he? 
But this is a point roo tender to enlarge 


26 ASpRMON on the Dean 
upon at preſent. And may eaſily be pur- 
ebe wy are ſo minded from what 
bach been ſaid already. Here we may 
ad qur enquiries concerning their behavi- 
- Our ig a relative capacity; taking care at 

the ſame time to enquire into our oum con- 
MW toward them. 


_ I thoyld not have gone into ſo many par- 
ticulars as I now. have, had I nor ſet before 
me the anner of preaching which was emi- 
nently the talent of this worthy and pious 
man, lately deceas'd, of whom the remain- 
ing time will be ron little to give an account. 

1s character was too good to be quite dropt, 
and loſt: But his life was ſo mercifully pro- 
long' d, that much cannot be ſaid on any 


part of it. 


— nn IIS Ws. 5 —— — : — = 
Ce 5 CES 73 — 
EE 1 1 . — 
: 2 & * 2 : 4 Lak 2 Pa, : , = * a 
' x = 
=> ===» =, r _ = * 5 2 7 , 
— — — pay — — — _ _—_ 


- wm B a 
— 


— — | 


| 
4 

ita 
114 


Mr. Tuomas CoTTon was born at or 
pear. York in Tarkſoire, of parents not 
mean on either fide, and Both eminent for 
religion. His father was one of the Jron- 
nallers in that country, who was bleſs d 
with increafing ſubſtance for many Years, 
His family was numerous, but this ſon 
was choſen out of all the children to be 
devoted to the miniſtry. 
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Betwixt fix and ſeven years old he way 
15 5 out at the free-fchool at Rotheram. 
After that was brought home and more care - 
fully inruded by Mr. Spauford, a mini 
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7 Mr. Thomas CorTToN. 27 
Ker ejected out of che living and church of 
Ci ; Who was taken by Mr. Cotton's 
Father into his own houſe, and there fup- 
ported as long as he liv d. Rut the great- 
eſt advantage he had for ſchool-learning 
was under the famous Mr. Wicbers of Ma. 
cheſter. From that ſchool, he went to Mr. 
Hic mans private academy. Mr. Hickman 
was ſo difabled by age, that he made a 


very ſhort ſtay there; and; was removed | 


from thence to. Mr. Frankland's in Weſftr 
moreland; and from thence to Edinburg. He 
finiſh'd his ſtudies and trials in that univerſity 
about the year 1677. And had the degree of 
Ae of Arts afterward confer d upon him. 
His facher's family was noted from the 
black Bartholomew day, for great hoſpitality 
and kindneſs to the ejected miniſters; who 
had always a freedom of recourſe thither. 
By whoſe converſation, prayers, and ſerious 
preaching. in the family, our Mr. Cotton 
was very early and greatly affected. He 
had a tender remembrance how thoſe outed 
miniſters were received and eſteemed by 
his Father, from whom he learnt to love 
and value them. Children and ſervants 
will reſpect, or deſpiſe miniſters; they will 
ger good by them, or turn again them, 
Juſt as they ſee them uſed, or hear them 
talk d of by their ſuperiors.] The miniſter 
which above all others was famous for ex- 
pounding the ſcripture morning and even- 
E 2 | ing 
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ing in the family, was Mr. Chr. Richardſon, 
Who alſo preached #wice every Lord's-day, 
. to a very numerous auditory, except when 

the family went to the pariſh- church to 
hear a noted ſerious preacher there, (Mr. 
Swift) which they did once à month. From 
this economy, and charitable practice of 
Mr. Cotton's parents and family, he took 
the impreſſions of ſerious piety, and a well 
guided charity in matters of religion both 
together. And he continued in both 
throughout his whole life. n 
He was very remarkably preſerved from 
death, in many times of danger, during 
His education; which he would ſpeak of 
with the greateſt admiration of the care of 
Providence over young perſons in their heed- 
leſs and adventurous years. Several Pre- 
ſeryations which were very affecting to 
himſelf, he took memorandums of, that he 
might never forget them“. His conver- 
ſation abounded with little hiſtories of me- 
morable events, which always came very 
agreeably from him, and were continually 


2 He has ſet down his danger of being drowned, in ſwim- 
ming after the Oar of a boat. His preſervation from the 
fall of a late, which in that country are ſometimes. large . 
flat ſtones : One of which falling directly upon his head, 
was obſerved to turn breadth way juſt when it light upon | 
| him, and ſo ſplit without doing him much hurt. He was 
| greatly affected by his preſervation in a fall from a horſe; 
when' his foot ſtuck faſt in the S irrup. With ſeveral other 
accidents, and one or two dangerous diſtempers. 
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applied to ferye ſome religious, virtuous, or 
When Mr, Richardſon left Mr. Cofton's 
family, to ſettle with a diſſenting congrega- 
tion at Liverpool, (indulgence being then 
granted by the government) this ſox of the 
family was perſuaded by ſeveral miniſters 
to preach every other Lord's day in his fa- 
ther's houſe. This he did for ſome time, till 


L the perſecution was renewed, and their meet- 
l ings ſo diſturbed that they were forced to 

break up the aſſembly that uſed to attend 
1 with the family. Bur ſtill they continued 
2 to worſhip, more privately, and many mi- 
f niſters came there for converſation, and days 
f of prayer, which proved of ſingular uſe to, 
_ the good man deceaſed in his firſt ſetting 
e- out in the miniſtry. Some that came from 
to the Univerſities of Cambridge, and Oxford, 
he were alſo glad to have ſuch a houſe to go 
er- to for uſeful and entertaining 1x48 
ne- tion . 1 0 


. Mr. James Wright, (my own father) who had his 
academical education partly at Cambridge, and partly at 
Oxford, (performing his exerciſes for the degree of Bat- 
chelor of Arts at one Univerſity, and Mafter of Arts at the 
other,) here fell into an intimate acquaintance, as did alſo 
one or two more of his companions. By this means ho 
dame to alter many ſentiments which he brought with 
him from Oxford, and was fixed for Nonconformity. He 

afterwards married a Daughter of the family; which was 


the foundation of that Relation in which I ſtood to the 
fleceaſed, 


I ſhould 
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1 fflould have taken notice, that after 
ſome time ſpent at home, Mr. Cotton 
was engaged to be Chaplain to the Lady 
Sara Houghton, the daughter of the Earl 
of Chefterfeeld; where he dai about a year, 
and was forced from thence by a very 
fevere fit of ſickneis. After this it was, 
chat he preached in his father's houſe, till 
the perſecution made it not ſafe for him 
to go on in that way. His friends'there- 
fore advifed him to accept the place of 
governour to 4 young gentleman, with 
whom he ſpent 7hree years beyond the ſea, 
in travelling through vera parts of Europe. 
1 ſhalll only obſerve two or three things 
that were remarkable at their firſt going 
out of England, with ſome general account 
of Mr. CoTToN's behaviour and conduct 
irrhis. travels; and then chooſing to take his 
lot wick the proteſtant diſſenters at his re- 

turn, and to ſpend his days in the iniſtry. 
At Dover, meeting with a young Lord 
and his company, that were waiting to 
croſs over into France, they all propoſed to 
go together. But ſome violent paſſions 
Having broken out amongſt them, the pro- 
ſpect was very uncomfortable of their tra- 
velling in one company, unleſs: ſome method 
could be found out to take off a preſent 
grievous reſentment. This was done ef- 
fectually by the following contrivance. 


The yeung Lord was applied to in a pro- 
per 
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eſſing manner to make his 


WILL before he quittad England. Upon re- 
preſenting sha hazards of travelling (eſpeci- 
ally at that time) and thegreatprecariouineſs 
and uncertainty of liſe in ſuch a circum- 
ſtance, he conſented to have a wilt drawn 
up. He was then tald, that when he 
went about ſo ſolemn an alt as that was, 
He ſhould put bimſelf into a temper of 
forgiveneſs toward all che world. He readi- 
ly owned, this was very fitting; and in the 
eneral declared that he thought it was 
* and inclination to forgive, and 
to be at peace with every man. This gave 
a fair occaſion to put him in mind of one 
per/on, with whom he then had a quarrel, 
and would not be perſuaded to be recon- 
ciled. By this manner of mentioning the 
particular reſentment that was to be taken 
off, he was engaged to declare his forgive» 
neſs in that inſtance. 9 
[A happy and moſt effectual way to re- 
eoncile differences, thus to think what 
temper we ought to be in, and ſhall with 
to be in, when we come to die.] Br 
After this, they went in the ſame pac bet- 
boat to Calais. In which there was a ſpe- 
cial and affecting proof of the great mercy 
of the late reconciliation ; ſince the very 
next packet-boat was caſt away, and moſt 
of her paſſengers ſunk with her. This 
$i? muſt 
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muſt probably have been the lot of /ome 
of them had they been divided. 
At Calais a remarkable debate happened, 
which threatned to have a very ill effect 
on their after travels. It was concerning 


the obſervation of the Sabbath. One who 


pretended to be a Miniſter, came and took 
upon him to plead for liberty F all man- 
ner of recreations on the Sunday; deſpiſing 
and throwing much contempt on hols 
that denied or ſcrupled it. Here our good 
man acknowledges. he was quite warmed ; 
but was however enabled to manage the 
debate ſo as to gain the thanks of his com- 

y, and to prevent that manner of ſpend- 
ing their Lard's-days, which he found the 
cuſtom of the country would be in danger 
to lead them to. Some inconveniencies 
happened upon that diſpute, that proved 
a uſeful warning ever after in their journey. 
Whatever they ſaw fit to make the rule 
of their own conduct, they found it neceſ- 

to avoid debates about any matter of 
religion that ſhould raiſe the ſpirits of 


people againſt them in a ſtrange country. 


Nevertheleſs, he that begun his journey 
in ſtanding up for the honour of the Lord's- 
day, and forming his own conduct upon 
it, may well be expected to carry religion 
along with him, wherever he went. The 
whole hiſtory. of his travels ſhews as great 
A concern to improve all thoughts of rel:- 
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gion, and to make every occurrence ſome 
way ſerviceable to it, as others travels ge- 
nerally tend to advance ſome points of 
ſhowy and uſeleſs knowledge, or to pick up 
the vanities and learn the vices of the very 
worſt places. But his nemoirs were taken 
only for his own uſe, and are ſo imperfect, 
as not to admit a publication. . 
The evening they arrived at Paris juſt 
after the lighting of candles, and hearing 
a bell ring, which it was apprehended might 
be the very bell that gave the fatal ſignal 
for that night's butcheries, when the dread- 
ful maſſacre was in that city, fixed a great 
many ſerious and uſeful thoughts on the 
ſubject of religion, and the advantages of 
the Engliſb government upon the minds of 
our travellers. 

They were very glad, during their ſtay 
at Paris, to have a place of worſhip to go 
to, where they could attend the divine 
ſervice in their own tongue, and free from 
the poprſh ſuperſtition in ſo dangerous a 

juncture. They were therefore conſtant at 
che Exgliſb ambaſſador's chapel, till they 
became perfect in the French language, and 
were greatly pleaſed with the uſeful and 
ſerious preaching of Dr. Wake (the preſent 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury) who was there 
at that time. | 

Here they received continual melancho- 
ly accounts. of the deplorable ſtate of the 

. | F proteſtants 
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protiſtants in the further parts of France. 
And many dreadful — condemning 
their ri breaking up their aſſemblies, 
and perſecuting their miniflers, and moſt 
conſiderable members, they were afterward 
witneſſes to. This made their travelling 
from Paris to other cities in France, ſome- 
times very dangerous, and often very 
afflictive 045 them. On Aer 3 
they ſtayed the lnger at t es, where 
the prureſt ants were ſtill allowed the free 


1 of their religion Add 
Sometimes 
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* * went from Paris to FERN where their ſtay 
Was very ſhort. But at Blais, and Fair, where they had 
the peacęable enjoyment of the roteſtant * without 
moleſtation, they ſpent a Whole ſummer. At Saumure their 
ſejour was very pleaſant for ſome time, and the continu- 
ance of. it moſt deſirable, on account of the agreeable 
- intance they fell in with at that plage; but it became 
cene of great danger and much Aflictlon uftarward. 
They: were in continual tar of ſome pretended proceſs. 

And at laſt the church was condemned, and orders. we 
—_ to the governour of the raffle to fee it demoli l 
ki s remarked that one who was ambitious to bave hs 
100 ter take down the fir/? fone of the temple, had her 
2 from him a few days after by death. This Ut. Cor- 
ron mentiong to ſhew how vaſtly contradictory the ibter- 
Pretations of Providence may be, according to the princi- 
= of religion pepple are inſtructed in. The parent, and 
thers of his perſuaſion, - were taught to look upon her 
death as a /peedy c to happineſs for ſo meritorious an a 

whilſt the perſecutec e th 89 d, it a juſt and very 
affecting judgement" off The tos ng 15 00 that ten. 
ple was extreamly EE the very graue were opened, 
and the utmoſt ne ges committed. Here our ſtrangers 
could not forbeat intereſting themſelves, fo far as to ſee if 
any redreſs could poſlibly be had From the governour. Bat 
: inſtea 
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Sometimes they were detained by mere 
aſſion, to aſſiſt and ſympathize with 

the diſtreſſed prateſtants; when they were 
expecting every ſabbath, and every lecture, 
that it would be their laſt. What ſeri- 
* ous preaching and hearing then was 
« there! What ſolemn days of faſting and 
e prayer were then kept | 
Aſſemblies conſiſting of many thouſands 
were broken up with flaods of tears; the 
neareſt relations were rent from one ano- 
ther, and numberleſs families were barba- 
rouſly and utterly deſtroyed . Miniſters 
were 


inſtead of that, there was an order ſent for all firangers 
to accompany the papiſts and aſſiſt them in their pro- 
ceedings. | 
This was more eſpecially demanded of the Exgliſb, who 
were told they muſt all turn pap in a little time. They 
actually ſpoke of the death of King Charles in England, 
as a certainty, five days before he died. This was af- 
ſerted with great inſults at Sanmure on the Monday and 
Tueſday, ' when King Charles did not really die till the 
Friday following. 
The laſt publick worſhip on a lecture-day at Sau- 
nure made impreſſions on the mind of Mr. Cor ron, 
that he could not recollect without ſenſible emotions. 
The congregation all in tears, the ſinging the laſt pſalm, 
the pronouncing the bleſſing, and afterward all the people 
paſſing before their miniſters to receive their bleſſing, 
were things that he wanted words to deſcribe. The mi- 
niſters and profeſſors were baniſhed ; and Mr. Cor rox 
attending them to the Bart, and taking leave of them in 
ſome circumftances of danger, made Saumure ever after 
a moſt memorable place to him. Many very tender paſ- 
ſages of a like nature he took great notice of at Ludun, 
P oifton, and other places through which they paſſed. 
Particularly at this laſt place ( Poicton) he was exceedingly 
| ''F 2 moved 
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were ſilenced, baniſhed, or ſtript of all 
they had; ſome made ſaves, and ſome 
put to the moſt cruel deaths. Though it 
was obſerved that fome eminent for reli- 
gion, who were as cedars in the houſe of 
Gop, loſt their courage and integrity, and 
fell in the day of trial; when others of 
little note, and of whom no reckoning was 
made, ſtood firmly, and ſuffered the 49% of 
all. Let thoſe that think they land, take 


moved with the vaſt numbers that appeared at their laſt 
publick exerciſe, and the great difficulty with which the 
miniſter pronounced the bleſſing, when all broke out into 
a flood of tears. 

Upon his coming to a publick houſe, he was deeply 
ſtruck with the following paſlage: An old gentleman 
coming into the houſe, ſtood leaning on his ſtaff, and 
ſhaking his head, and weeping cryed out, Unhappy 
France If I and mine were but now entring into 
% ſome country of refuge and ſafety, where we might 
* have liberty to worſhip Gop according to our conſci- 
« ences, I ſhould think my ſelf the happieſt man in the 
& world, though I had only gi af in my hand. This 

on was found to be the eldeſt ſon of a very conſide- 
rable family, and of a large eſtate. 

He was alſo much affected in their journeying from 
Poiftou with the judicious affectionate piety of a very 
young man. He was a candidate for the miniffry. Who 
overtaking ſeveral of the poor proteſtants mourning a 
ſorrowing, this good young man beſpoke them, condoled 
them, and comferted them, with ſo great ſeriouſneſs, pru- 
dence, and affection, that his diſcourſes and exhortations 
gave at once the greateſt ſurprize, and the greateſt ſatis- 
faction. 

The vaſt aſſembly of the church of Charenton was a 
moſt tranſporting {ight. And to think of ſuch numbers 
being devoted to baniſhment, ſlavery, and the moſt bar- 
barous deaths, was more than could be borne, in ſome cir- 


eumftances to which they were witneſſes. 
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beed left they fall. Be not high minded but 
ear. | 

. Many things there were extremely affect- 
ing, in the faith, courage, and devotion of 
ſome ſufferers; and in the extraordinary and 
ſurprizing deliverances wrought for others, 
when actually bars to execution f. 
Such ſights of affliction and miſery, and 
ſome ſurprizes of mercy and deliverance, 
that our travellers were continually meet- 
ing with, in their paſſing through France, 
fix d in Mr. Cotton ſuch a love to the Pro- 
teſtants of that nation, and ſuch a tender 
concern for them, that to his power (in 
ſome inſtances I muſt ſay beyond his power) 
he was always ready to help and relieve a 

poor Refugee. 
His own Faith and piety were greatly im- 
e, and eſtabliſhed by the things that 
e met with amongſt the French Proteſtants; 


and his charity hath therefore abounded the 


$ Tho' many fell under the fury of a fiery zeal and bi- 
gotry, there were ſeveral of the Papiſts that ſhew'd great 
humanity and tenderneſs towards the Proteſtants in their 
ſufferings. Some went ſo far as to ſay they ſhould be un- 
done when the Proteſtants were gone, and therefore were 
inclin'd to take their Jet with them wherever they went. 
This Mr. Cotton writes, as what he knew inſtances of. 
He had an acquaintance with a Priz/# here in London, that 
had been very uſeful and helpful in conducting ſeveral Pro- 
teſtants out of France. But for that reaſon durſt not re- 
turn to his own kingdom (tho he liv'd in great ſtraits here) 
becauſe it was known what he had done. 
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tore roward thoſe thut have fled into this 
part of the world. of e 
- No one tan wonder that Mr. Cotton 
ſhew'd more regard to the French, than 
any other of his brethren did, at that time 
when ſome amonꝑſt them pretended to be 
under extraordinary er 1 neo from the 

ret of prophecy. But becauſe this x 
255 NT ow much miſtaken and — 
repreſented in this matter, it was his owt! 
defire that the following accbunt ſhould be 
given as from his dying tips. © That he 
* never ſhew'd any regard to the Hrucb 
* 57gphets (as they were called) but what 
te he thought the ſcripture: directed to. 
« (x John iv. 1.) Believe not every ſpirit, 
« but try the ſpirits whether they are of God; 
« becauſe many faiſe propbets are gone out 
i ind the world. At firſt he obſerved that 
ie the pretenſions of ſuch as came to him 
& were ſober, and no way unreaſonable. 
« But when other people appeared, that 
* carried thetnſelves with enthuſiaſtick ex- 
e travagancies and ag:tations, he refus'd all 
« further converſe with them. And when 
t notorious immoralities broke out, and 
« were juſtified amongſt them, he had a 
perfect 4bhorrence of their pretenſions. 
His firſt regards to thoſe who came to him 
under diſtreſs on account of religion, was 
no more than a becoming and chatitable 
ching; and their hope of ſome ſalvation 

I being 
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being near at hand, was the hope of many 
of the moſt learned and pious Proteſtants 
in the laſt age as well as this. But as tp 
all their other management, his conduct 
abundantly proved, that he would never 
give in to any pretanſion, of acting for Gon 
and RELIOIN, that would make GOD 
the author of ſin, or religion an unreaſond- 
ble fervice, do much may ſerve on this 
neceſſary digreſſion. 15117 F 
When they came to Lyons the accounts 
of the perſecution all over the French king- 
dom were fo lamentable and grievous, that 
they reſolyed to turn their courſe to a Pro- 
teſtant country. As ſoon as the news of Mau- 
mouth's tout here in England reached Lyons, 
it raiſed ſuch bitter reflections againſt the 
Proteſtants, and produced ſo many new 
inſults and threatnings, that they were 
glad to make the beſt of their way out of 
From thence they therefore travel d to 
Geneva, where they reſided very comfor- 
tably for ſome time. But their uneaſineſz 
on account of the poor Proteſtants was re- 
new'd in that place, by the frequent me- 
2 lancholy tydings they had of the deplorable 
caſe of the Vaudbis, and the barbarous 
'ulage they met with . This yneaſineſs 
Mr. Cortoy was particularly acquainted with Monf: 
Arnaud, who was deputed to go from Geneve ta the wy 
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they carried with them in all their trayels 
thereabouts. After which I find nothing 
proper to relate on ſuch an occaſion as this, 
till Mr. Cottan's return to England. 
But as I mentioned his ſtudy of a parti- | 
cular and ſpecial Providence, in 3 
his life during his education; ſo he was no 

le careful in obſerving. the ſignal in- 
terpoſitions of Providence for their preſer- 
vation in their travels *, Theſe he took 


very 


of the Yaudois with ſome ſpecial inſtructions. The way of 
his travelling to them, and concealing his deputation, 
Mr. Cotton thus deſcribes. He was cPathed in a ver) 
mean manner, and was to carry upon-his back a crate wit 
ſome 7ight coares as if he travell'd for buſineſs; and wearing 
an old ſurtout with great large buttons, he had a mold of 
a button of the ſame ſize made of Tin, into which his 
deputation, being nicely folded up, was ſafely put. Thus 
equipped, he undertook his journey and arrived ſafely a- 
mong his friends. The numbers of the Vaudois, and the 
poſture they were in, gave ſome hopes they might make a 
defence as on former Occaſions. But the Enemy had been ir 
beforehand in contriving to ſurprize them, and intercept Ne 
their retreat, ſo that the whole army of the Vaudois were th 
made priſoners. Upon which, - ſuch tidings followed - as pr 
occaſioned continual dejection and ſorrow, not only at 
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Geneva, but amongſt all the Proteſtant Cantons. ve 
In their firſt day's Journe betwixt Calais and Bx/loin, de 
they were benighted in paſſing over ſome fields, by the ge 
tiring of one of their coach-horſes. By this means they Fe 


were obliged to walk i» the dark in that very part of the co 
country, where Mr. Locke and his companions were ſo qu 
barbarouſſy murder'd. At Paris Mr. Cotton fell into fo 

violent a purging and ſickneſs, that death ſeem'd to be un- by 
avoidable, but was providentially directed to things that gl 
ſtopt it. Upon his firſt going abroad he was attack'd in 1 
the ſtreets, which oblig'd him to learn to fence, and to 
ſtudy the point of duelling, upon which (he had frequent 


* 


— 
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very particular. notice of when he got ſafe 


* . 
- 


back to this Kingdom: 
After his arrival in England, he con- 
tinued in the buſineſs of a Tutor ſeveral 
months; being very infirm, and not well 
enough to apply to more publick work. 
His allowance. was very conſiderable, 


and his proſpects were more ſo, if he would 


occaſions to converſe. At Saumure he was much affect- 
ed with the ſickneſs and death of one of their fe//oro tra- 
vellers, and was in great danger by attending him under 
his ſickneſs. At another place his appearing for the Pro- 
teſtants, occaſioned a deſign againft his life; when he was 
preſerved by this remarkable Providence, iz. one of their 
young gentlemen having been at a Ball, was preſented with 
a crucifix finely carv'd, by a young Lady that was his com- 
panion; which he ſhew'd to them the next morning as 
they were at breakfaſt. Mr. Cotton in a jocoſe way, catch'd 
it out of his hand, and put it into his pocket. That even- 
ing when they were abroad he had a crowd gathered about 
him, and in the tumult ſome of them pull'd out their ca- 
cifixes or other little images, as a fignal to fall upon Mr. 
Cotton and his company: He immediately recollecting 
that he had put the little crucifix into his pocket that morn- 
ing, pull'd it out, and holding it in his hand, put thoſe that 
were coming upon them into a conſternation, upon which 
they had opportunity to get away. He was wonderfully 
preſerved from the fury of one of their own company, 
who run after him with his drazn-/word, but was pre- 
vented doing the miſchief he threatned, by clapping a 
door againſt him ſo haſtily as to catch the ſword, and to 
get it into his own hands. At Geneva he was ſo ill ofa 
Fever, that he was not expected to live. After which he 
continued extremely weak for ſome time, and did not 
quite recover till after his return to England. | 
He had 100 J. per ann. as Tutor. And was ſollicited 
by Sir F. C. and others, to accept of a very advanta- 


rag poſt, which was then in their power to procure for 
im. 
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Have turned his thoughts to any civil em- 


— — 


ployment, When his friends faw him re- 
Tofved for the miniſtry, they procured the 


offer of a very good living to him, and 
-upon ſuch terms as they thought would 
make it agreeable *: But upon the ma- 
tureſt conſideration of things, he choſe to 
take his lot with the Proteſhant Diſſenters. 
The ſecond year after the Revolution by 
King William (of glorious memory) he 


married a gentlewoman who came a little 


before from New-England: A perſon of 


.a good family, and to him extremely de- 
ſirable and agreeable. She has been the 
partner of his cares and bleſſings above 
Forty years. Of eigbt children that were 
baptized, five are dead, one is in a foreign 
country, and wo only are here left. They 
were his comfort living, and dying; and I 


hope chey will make it their care to follow 


his good inſtructions, and to walk in his /teps. 
The firſt place that he fixed in as a 
miniſter was Hoxton, where he continued 
with a ſmall congregation, and a very lit- 
tle encouragement five or /ix years. After 
that, he removed to Ware in Hertfordſhire ; 


»The church living offered him (as he himſelf write: 
was very conſiderable. His way on that fide was cleur 
and open. Having the Patron's aſſurances, and the recom: 
mendation of the miniſter that removed from the /iping, 
and the choice of the whole pariſh except one man: with 
the offer of maintaining a reader, to perform ſuch offices u 
he ſhould appoint. 


: 1 _ where 
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where he ſtaid betwixt o and three years. 
And from thence came to ſettle with a con- 
gregation that invited him in St. Giles s in the 
Fields, near Great Ruſſel-ſtreet in Bloomsbury. 

He was very uſeful and laborious; when 
his health allowed expounding the /cr:p- 
ture in the forenoon, and the catech:/m in 
the afternoon, beſides conſtant preaching. 
At St. Gzles's he ſer up a Lord's-day even- 
ing lecture, which for one year he either 
preached himſelf, or exchanged with ſome 
others that did. By the advice and en- 
couragement of Lady Clinton, and one of 
the Lady Ruſſels, he alſo ſet up a Week- 
day-lecture, which was kept up with good 
repute for ſome time. He alſo ſupplied 
as chaplain to the two Lady Ruſſels, the 
widows of Lord Robert, and Lord James, 
- which took up much time and attendance. 

He was greatly loved and valued in the 
places where he fatedly miniſtred. And 
was frequently called to preach occafionally 
in other places. Which I mention for the 
ſake of adding, that he was ready to preach 
in thoſe places where he met with cen/o- 
rious at unkind treatment, as well as 
where he was moſt fr:endly accepted. _ 

At his firſt ſettlement in St. Gzles's, there 
was a very unhappy difference betwixt 
him and Mr. Read, the former miniſter 
of that place. But his management was 
ſo prudent and good, that Mr, Read's ill 

| G 2 carriage 
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Carriage toward him proved his great ad- 
vantage; both in the eſteem which be gained 
amongſt the city miniſters to whom that 
affair was referred; and in the good opi- 
nion he obtained amongſt the people with 
whom he fixed. In ſome things, how- 
ever, it proved a landing trial both of his 
wiſdom and goodneſs. My coming up to 
London not long after that happened, and 
living for a while in his houſe, gave me an 
opportunity of intimately obſerving a tem- 
per that ſhewed much of the Chriſtian, 
the Miniſter, and the Gentleman. This 
made ſeveral perſons of quality, and of rhe 
beſt faſhion his continued friends. 

He was one of thoſe that ſuffered con- 
fiderably by the inſarrections upon Dr. Sa- 
cheverel's trial *: . Which revived many 
apprehenſions chat he had under former 
perſecutions. He looked upon what then 


- Though his place was not burnt, or torn to pieces, 
as mine and /ome others were; yet he was one of thoſe 
that the mob threatned by name. Inſomuch that his friends 
preſſed him to go with his family out of his houſe ; be- 
cauſe his houſe opened into the meeting-houſe, and would 
certainly ſhare the ſame fate if the meeting place ſhould 
be pulled down. This made them carry out moſt of the 
"*bouſpold-goods as faſt as poſſible. Which was done in ſuch 
a hurry that the things loſt, and the damages ſuſtained 
zmounted to 100 . at leaſt. Upon conſulting afterwards 
at a meeting of gentlemen to make up the loſſes of 
-fome others, Mr. CoTToNn's caſe was refuſed to be ad- 
- mitted, hecauſe his meeting place was never actually at- 
tempted. His people were not then capable of 127 
the barden, as ſows other congregations did: So that it 
"no wholly upon. himſelf, and family. | 


. | | paſſed, 
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paſſed; as an exact copying after the mea- 
ſures and politicks of France: And expect- 
ed diſabling laws, and acts of parliament 
to follow, in the manner they afterward: 
did. His difficulties were then very great, 
but he had ſome very providential ſupports 
and. encouragements. | 
He was a man of good 2/ ful learning, 
without ſhow ; of great piety and /er/ouſ- 
neſs, without auſterity and moroſeneſs; and 
of great regularity in his whole behaviour, 
* being troubleſome to any body. 
He was much addicted to acts of mercy 
and compaſſion. | 
He was a ſolid preacher, and had a very 
happy talent of ſuiting his diſcourſes to 
particular perſons and occaſions. From 
him I learn't in a manner I have had rea- 
ſon to be thankful for, that application is 
the very life of. preaching. Without this, 
there are Sermons upon almoſt every ar- 
gument, and head of religion, much bet- 
ter, and what might be delivered in pub- 
lick to much greater advantage, than any 
common weekly compoſures. With ſur- 


prize, I have many times obſerved at my 


firſt acquaintance with Mr. Cor rox, the 
variety of caſes and circumſtances that he 
would turn a ſubject to. And as he had 
taken great notice of ſome of the beſt 
preachers in foreign countries, he would 
ſometimes ſpeak With great eloquence and 


Paibos. Hig 
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- His voice was naturally ow, and in his 
latter years much failed of what it uſed to 
be. But it was ſoft, and free from every 


ungrateful tone or accent, 
He loved the worſhip of Gov in all 
the offices, and inſtitutions thereof. He 
took great delight in finging pſalms and 
hymns, having been much affected with that 
part of worſhip in foreign parts. His heart 
was always in his work, and the ſeriouſ- 
neſs of his ſpirit ever tended to leave his 
audience under ſome good impreſſions and 
affections. His being laid by ſo much of 
late years, fince the expiring of the Jea/ſe 
of his meeting- place, has been eſteemed 
one of the greateſt afflictions of his life. 
He ſeldom meddled with matters of con- 
troverſy ; but when he did, would always 
give, and prove, his own opinions, with 
charity to thoſe that differed from him. 
He had a great ſenſe of the neceſſity of 
maintaining the proteſtant principle con- 
cerning the judgment of private diſcretion; 
and wag an enemy to all needleſs ſubſeripti- 
ont to human forms in matters of religion. 
He was ſo much againſt theſe, as to be uſed 
+ by ſome amongſt the Diſſenters them- 
ſelves; (who had never ſeen the e, 
and per ſerut ions that he had done, to make a 
of one way ;) but preſerved his uſual temper ſo 
well as to be eſteemed and valued by ſome 
others chat ſtill continued to differ from = 


of My. THOMAS Cor rox. 47 
He had frequent pains and afflictions of 
body, and many diſtreſſes in life; but by 
faith and patience, and careful ſtudy of 
the word and providence of Gop, he was 
an inſtanee of that 7ruth, that many are the 
affietions of the righteous, but the Lord deli- 
vers out of all. He was a wonderful ex- 
ample of modeſtly toward men, and hope in 
Gop, under all affliction. Never making 
any one uneaſy with complaints, nor fret- 
ting at xnkindneſs, but committing himſelf 
to Gop in patience, by believing humble 
prayer. | DES 

The mention of prayer puts me in mind 
to add, that he had much both of the 
grace and gift of prayer. And could ſpeak 
of ſome ſignal interpoſitions of Providence 
in anſwer to prayer. He was valued in ſe- 
yeral families ſo much this way, as to be 
a ſtated chaplain in one family after ano- 
ther till the concluſion of his life. 
He was relatively good in his own houſe, 
and to all thoſe of his own family; cho 
ſometimes very penſive and uneaſy that he 
was able to do ſo little for them ®, 


o na lar occaſion, I find the following moſt 
Mn Qing on under his own Rn pa! | 
% have experienc'd for my ſelf, how good it has been for 
my foul to draw near to'G oD, to be ſilent before him, 
9 and in patience to commit my ſelf, my ways and my 
„ concerns to the Lox», and thus wait the iſſue. Om 
ſoul! do not then ungratefully bury all thy paſt experi- 


Ferre . 
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. Hisſenſes, and all his reaſoning capacities, 
ſo much exceeded what is uſual at his age, that 
his death cannot but greatly afflict 8 
thoſe that have loſt ſo deſireable a relation, 
and ſo prudent a guide. No man was bet- 


ter eſteem'd and lov'd in the character of 


a busband, a father, a friend than he was. 


«© ence of God's kindneſs and faithfulneſs in oblivion. 


-« Truſt flill in Go p; engage heartily and ſincerely in the 
% way of thy Duty, and perſevere in it, in G o p's due 
* time thou ſhalt ſee the iſſue defired. ws Chide thy ſelf, 


« O my ſoul! out of thy impatience, diffidence and un- 
« belief. Vanquiſh theſe fears that diſquiet thee by look- 
« ing to Jeſus. Think with thy ſelf what others have done, 
« when they have gone leaning upon their Go bp, though 


« they have fat in dartneſi and /een no light. Think what 
% thou oughteſt to do, and be, as thoſe who wait for their 


Lord; act as becomes ſuch. Think on thy relation to 


„God, thy propriety in him, and the expectations thou 


« may'ſt groundedly have from him. Hath not Gop kept 
& covenant and mercy,” and acted like Himſelf? O why 
« then ſhould I act unlike the child of ſuch a Father ! ſince 


He changes not, why ſhould I change in my deportment 


« toward Him? Take heed, O my ſoul! chide thy ſelf 
« out of thy Deje#ions; and not only ftrive to recover 
« thy former frame and practice, but perſevere and labour 
« to out-do for the future, all that has paſs'd hitherto. If 
« I ſhould now aint, how unworthy ſhall I ſhew my ſelf 
« of all God's paſt favours ? How much ſhall I grati 


« the enemies of Gop, and his cauſe, and the enemies of 


« my own ſoul? How ſhall I forfeit all claim to Go p's 
« help in future extremities ? How ſhall I daſh and confound 
« all my own hopes and proſpects? "hy 

„O my ſoul, wait thou upon Gop, wait en/y upon him, 
« he 1s thy defence, and will be thy /a/vation. Continue, 
« advance in this Duty, of truſt and hope in Go b. If 
« new difficulties ariſe, thou ſhalt experience new b. 
« ports, new comforts and conſolations. Truſt in God ; for 
« as potoer belongs to him, ſo alſo do's mercy. What is 
not then this great and good Gon able to do for me ? 


His 
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His Spirit was kind and ee, but 
apt to be ſadden'd by 'neglefs and 455 ect, 
in 


* 


which he was more afflicted wi his 
laſt years than he uſed to be. Though 
he very ſeldom troubled even thoſe with 
whom he was moſt intimate in making 
* | 
finiſh'd life in a moſt thankful or 

derly compoſed manner. He is gone to his 
grave-in peace, and in a good old age, - 
ſeventy ſeven years old. After he talk d 
over every thing that related to his family 
affairs, and had ſertled ſome few things that 
were fit to be done, he deſired his own 
ſoul might be given up to Gop in ſolemn 
prayer, and that his Family might alſo be 
committed to his care who had been his 
Gop all his /fe long | 

He declared to + OH that prayed with 
him, chat his hope of mercy and ſalvation, 
now he was going to appear before Go p, 
was only upon the foot of the goſpel-cove- 
nant, and in a covenant=way, He ſpoke of 
this in different expreflions to different Per- 
ſons ;- but both to Me, and another Miniſ- 
ter thar prayed with him, he repeated theſe 
words: vig. We keep covenant like poor 
© tmperfett creatures, but he keeps cove- 
“ nant like a Gop.” * — 


*The ſurrender that he makes of his ſoul, in his W 
will, is, a Kuchen to Gop in covenant. And he was 
particularly thankful after one prayer, that this y Was Say 
inſiſted on, and pleaded withGcd. © - 

The 
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The thought of this had oft been his 
comfort at a ſatrament, and it was now 
his rejO icing and hope in death. 0 

"The time when he departed this life, 
well ſuited his conſtant love to the Lord's 


day. Early in the morning of that day, 


he enter'd into 5 eternal Reft, If he him 
ſelf 94 b. ſpeak on ſuch an occaſion, I am 
ſatisfyd he would not over-look ſuch a 


fvourale ovens anne in dy. ö 


Upon the tele ſhould y one e put 
the queſtion in our text concerning chis 
ar death, we cannot be at a loſs to 
anſwer it. Mr. Cotton no doubt had his 
fatilts arid \blemiſhes, as well as other men, 
and he was humbly ſenſible of them; but 
if you ſay M bere is he? I beg leave to reply, 
by asking again, Where can a ſoul be that 
was train d up in a ſubjection to the Father 
o ſpirits; a ſoul in covenant with Go; 
olent and grateful to fellow creatures; 
bumble, patient, merciful; a ſoul full of 
concern for the /bonowr of Cunisr and his 
goſpel,” waiting and longing 
Where can ſuch a ſoul be, but inthat place 
and amongſt thoſe ſpirits, where the Re- 
deemer lives and reigns? And if that be 
his caſe, how much happier is his conditi- 
on, than ours! You that are mourning 
over Jang own boſs, 1. well be ſatisfied in 
bis 


for his falyation ; 


KK * 3 
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his gain. And look to that Gop whom he 
ſerved, as not diſdaining to take care of 
you for his ſake. Certain it is, that if you 
do not forſate and neglect G o p, he will ne- 
ver leave nor forſake you. 
To cloſe all: we may on this occaſio 

ask, Where is one and another, that we have 
worſhip'd with in this aſſembly, ſince our 


firſt acquaintance with it? Thoſe that we 


think of with fear, or thoſe that we can 
follow with hope into another world, ſhould 
both, upon one conſideration or other, 
by one affection or other, make us more 


_ thoughtful about our future flafe. Hap- 


py they that can raiſe their ſpirits to 
that ſtate, where all the good Souls depart- 
ed are glorifying Gop together; and are 
there free from all fs and imperfections, 
temptations and afffictions; filled with An- 
ledge, goodneſs, and joy, which ſhall im- 
prove and laſt for ever. 

May every ſoul in this aſſembly be rais'd 
to a right and lively hope, of a Tranſlation 
from earthly to heavenly worſhip and felt- 
city. t | 
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BUNHILL FIELDS. 


H E manner of interment in this 

| buryimg-ground leaves it intirely as 

a matter of liberty, either to lay 

the body to reſt and paſs away in filence ; 

or elſe to ſpeak religiouſly upon the awful 

ſubjects of death, and the grave; and to put 

up a prayer for the living, that they may 

fo number their days as to apply their hearts 
wnto true wiſdom. l | 

There is no reaſon for thoſe reflections 

made by ſome ignorant people, © That a bo- 

dy is caſt into the grave like a dog” where 

. CS: is an 0 
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nothing is ſaid 8 the occaſion. For in 
caſes of great affliction and deep muſings 
upon death, the ſcripture faith, I was 
dumb with filence, I opened not my mouth be- 
cauſe thou didft it. * 
There may be as much awful reverence 
of Gop, and ſubmiſſion to his will, and as 
pious an improvement may be made of 
ſuch providences, where the body is com- 
mitted to the duſt in ſilence, as where an 
office for burial of the dead is read. In 
a neighbouring country, their funerals are 
always ſolemnized by ſilent mournings. 
- The ill uſe that is made of burial-offices 
by the Papiſts, in their prayers for the 
dead, and the errors and ſuperſtitions that 
are ſupported by ſuch a practice, make 
it defirable that the 1 churches were 
every where free from a practice which 
tends to miſſead the common people. 
But it is owing to the Liberty we have 
to /þeak on theſe occaſions, if we chaoſe 
to do ſo, that we can declare againſt every 
Tmpofition of this nature; and at the ſame 
time that we can offer a word in ſeaſon, 
for the benefit and comfort of thoſe that 
are diſpoſed. to Dar: Warr Io bi & 
To this Liberty we owe italſo, that ve 
can either ſpeak what we have written, or 
-what only lies upon dur thoughts and hearts. 
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For Liberty's ſake, I choole to do bath at 
-different times. And becaule the — 
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at the ſame time _ diſclaim the errors 
and rſtitions of popery, to 
up enter, of reciting Ape Herbe 
and rea ome forms of prayers at 
burial 4 Wr dead; it ev therefore the 
gment of many. amongſt our ſelves, 
— ſomething of this nature is it to be 
done. And we think it may be more fafely 
done by us, becauſe we are not obliged to 
ſay any thing concerning the fate of the 
dead. To their own Maſter they ſtand or 
fall, and to him we entirely commit them. 

We therefore declare that What we do, 
is neither from a thought that che foul de- 
parted can be the better for it, nor to make 
a Iiſe that is ended the ſubject An ne 
oration. 

If I ſhould ever be tempted to make a 
particular application of that general directi- 
on, he faith, follow, — the end 
of their converſation, it would be in ſetting 
to view the temper, the graces, and the be- 
haviour of our — Father whole re- 
mains we have.now-lodg'd in the grave. 
No-where could I better apply that other 
text, mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man: is peace, 
than in this good man's integrity through 
life, . nene finiſh- 
"_ of his e N N 8 
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Bat I forbear: to: introduce any thing in 
this way. — — e 
 fetves, Tharwe live the life of t 

and that oi latter end may be Ie tis 
whether this ſhould at any time be the 
caſe of 2 deceaſed: friend or not. Wẽe 
have therefore four: things: principally to 
learn, which we ſhould be attentive to at 


every funeral, and which IZwiſh to GO 


may now be deeply! impreid upon our 
minds. err to N Setlt a NA 
10 1511632 G 43117 04 Vr 
How Fail we are. tit 01 as llt 
0 Hoy f Wwe are. 5 210 * 

- How much we are balullen ® hes, 
CuRISs T. VI 71 Ne Dees 


And how Happy they are, chat are  raken 


to the upper world. - {FOLIO 
* 1191 80 | Xt 
& Sn ON Longe 105014 L220 


1. Let — more eee ad 
practically to know-how. frail: we are. 
Bor we mi needs die and are as as 
ſpile-upin:the ground, i Which: cannot be ga- 
 thered ups again. We are under this necei- 
ſity, from our preſent ate, and the! n. 


things are diſſolvable, and: ſubject to decay. 
As alſo front the divine appointmeut 3. Tur 
it ib uno mom uncè ro die 


-: However we. may forget 
put away from us the tho 
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ture ooffthis' earth; where all material 


een aud 
Jet it is nevertheleſs baſting ward us. We 
30 2 
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— all che earth, ang the 
Grave if #he- houſe ap,? N 
Ba == urr exalted! for 'd_ little while, but 
and brought: lav; ' they at then. 
the way. as af other; und cut off as the 
"-_ the ears of chen. If we are not eut 
off by eme violent hand, yer it is by ſome 

blaſting and ooh ming diſtenper. Our 
me og but like a flower flier of the feld. ... 
that awd paſſeth aver, and it 75 gone, and | 
the" place thereof, ſball know it no mare. 

G o p would have us to lay this 70 bears, 

ſo at 10 prepare to pay this debt to nature 
fafely, and willingly. By every warning of 
Fre frailty, he eonjures us not to el 

, any nece ar important wor 

ado "axle > for our oven | 
fouls,” for Gop, or the good others] 10 do 
it withour might," becauſe there is no w1fdom, 
or Work , in the graue cobither wwe arr going. 

What is C but den 

that appears fun à little time, an wa- 
niſber away. 3 of life, WE are 
in death; nd cherefore all ſhould e 


and kept in order for 1 it. | 

II. We ſhould karn from eyery x] 

. nful We Are. LG 5 2 | 
- opld decgive our ſelves by: | 
* chat death is ſomething purely 


| — and not a pun ſhment for ſipi; Go 
th cold ws — That by. one man ured $ 
rg & 8 * 
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entred into the world, and death by ſin, and 


that death therefore paſſeth upon all, becauſe 


all have ſinned. It fin had never entered 


into this world, it is implied in that text 
that death had never come into it. The 
human body, if ſinleſs, would have been 
refined, and tranſlated probably as Enoch and 


Elias were, and as the body of our Lo RD 


was after the Reſurrection. But in entring 
into the world, death reigned even over 


thoſe that finned not after the ſimilitude of 


Adam's tranſgreſſion. 

Meſes bewails the ſhortning of the term 
of human life to three/core years and ten, or 
fourſcore years, on this fad account, That 
G oÞ ſets our fins before him, our ſecret fins 
in the light of his countenance. In this me- 
thod of proceeding, there is enough in eve- 
ry man's ſecret unobſerved conduct to work 
death, tho' the ins which deſerve it may 
not be open and apparent to others. 

Upon this view of our mortality Gop ex- 
pects that we ſhould be humble, and peni- 
tent, and lie in the very duſt before him. 
That from the errors of death, we ſhould 
learn to fear, and to hate evil. 

When we look to ſin as deſtroying the 
lives of our deareſt friends, and relatives; 
_ deſtroying our own nature, and conſuming 
our days under one or other mark of the 
Divine diſpleaſure; we ſhould learn from 
thence to ſearch out our own follies, and to 
2 | be 
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be zealous and repent. © We ſhould make it 
our buſineſs and, care to die 20 fin, before: 
we die out of this world, left we ſhould' 
hereafter fall into the pains of eternal death... 
How eaſy and plain a thought is it and 
yet. how. pleaſing to Gop would it be, 
when we ſtand over a dead body to fay, 
« Lord, my: fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, 
by reaſon of theſe terrors, becauſe 1 have 
finned againſt thee * But where F have 
done amiſs, ſpare me, pity me, and help 
me, and I i do fo no more. 
Let every funeral * excite freſh 5 
lutions be goon fin. 


Wm. We ſhould chink whdh; ns earn 
the leſſon thoroughly when we look into 
a grave, bow much Wwe are beholden to Jesus 
CHRIST. | 

He hath put us upon cloſe conſideration 
of the nature and worth of our ſouls, For 
there 1s a ſpirit in man. 

He hath told us, that this ſpirit is worth 
more than a world: That it is capable of 
being defiroyed in Hell, or going with him 
into Paradiſe. 

That it may be put into a /a/vable flate, 
he died for our fins, according to the ſerip- 
tures. He bore our ſins, as a ſacrifice, in 
bis body on the tree. And he hath declared, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not pe- 
r1ſh, but have FO life. Provided our 

faith 
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ws, 
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faith be ſuch as to produce obedience to him; 


and imitation of him, we are aſſured that 
G'op is faithful and juſt ta fargius us our 


Sm, and tocleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 


CuRIS r alſo tells us that he is the Re- 


ſurrectiom, and the Life; and that ſuch as 
are in their graves, ſhall hear the voice of 


the SON of Go D and ſhall live. 

He himſelf died, to teach us todie with 
perfect ſubmiſſion to the w of his Fa- 
ther, and to enable us to commend our ſpi- 


Ts into his hands. 


He was buried, and went down into the 
grave, that ſuch as ſeep in him may lie 
down in peace and hope; and may reſt as 
members with their Head. 

He roſe from the dead, having deftroy'd 
this laſt enemy, death, that he might be- 
come the fir/t-fruits of them that ſleep; and 
that he might give us aſſurance, we alſo 
fhall be raiſed up by bis power at the laſt 
day. 


only refuge of dying creatures ; and what- 


ever infidelity may be in the world, we 
ſhould not depart from him through an evil 


heart of unbelief. Tn and through CHRIST 


we are aflured, that what is now ſoum 4 


natural or animal body, ſhall be raiſed a 
ſpiritual body : What is ſown in corruption, 
ſhall be raiſed in incorruption : What is 
ſoum in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in glory. 


And 


To him therefore we ſhould loo, as the 
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And chen ſhall be fulflled Thar hich is 
written, Death is ſwallowed up in v 
* aubere is ne | O grab uber 
is t The fung of death is fin, "and 
— Nene of fin rs the lum; but thanks be 

o D who proeth us the 1 2 IT 
0 Lonp e nns r. 


Lafth, We may learn Soap uch an o 
caſion as this, how happy a fate chat of the 
dead is when they mie in the Lond. | Death 
will teach us this, whenever we confider 
it as a diſiniſſion from a world of fn and 
trouble, and an admiſſion into that world 
where CHRIST ſits and reigns. The ſerip- 
ture expreſsly ſaith, Bleſſed are the dend that 
die in the Lord; for they reft from their La- 
bours, and their works follow them. All their 
works of faith, and prety, and' charity, fol- 
low them in the comfort and n of them 
to heaven. 

As the active principle, the ul, is not 
loſt; ſo there is no valuable and Jafting ac- 
tiom of that ſoul, that ſhall be loſt. The 
body, at Death, finiſhes all its pains and 
toils. When it is laid in the grave, the 
weary are at reſt, and the wicked ſhall vrou- 
ble it no more. It is in a ſtate of union 
with CHRIST, and when it awakes it ſhall 
be changed, and made like his glorious 
The /eeds of fin and ſorrow ſhall be intirely 
rooted out and done away. 


The 
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added to the ſpirits of the juſt made per- 
fect. It is out of the reach of all evil, and 
in the bliſsful poſſeſſion of all deſireable 
and it is fully aſſured that this ſhall 
aſt for ever, nnd that the body ſhall be 
Partner with it at the — 

We ſhould follow the Hirits of pious 
and heavenly acquaintance, to the ſtate 
where they are, whilſt we attend their 
bodies to the grave; and ſhould endeavour 
to go away from a funeral with a de gh 70 
ner. and to be with CHRIST. - 

Nevertheleſs, we ſhould have Jiſe in Py 
Hence, (ſubmitting to che labours and trials 
of it) while we have death in deſire. 

We ſhould be very careful to moderate 
all our affections to the things of this earth; 
and to live in the-ſpirit of thoſe, that are 
continually. exhecting to leave it. Both our 
rejoicing, and weeping, ſhould be as thoſe 
that conſider the time is ſhort. We ſhould 
a e this world, as not abufing it. And we 

ould part with it , and every thing 
in it, as thoſe that have our hearts On 
above it. 


We ſhould aer a ee as in the 


ſame family, and under the {ame head, with 
thoſe that are departed. For of CHRIST 


the whole family in heaven and earth is nam- 
ed. To this end CHRIST both died, and roſe, 
and revived, that he might be Lo RD both 
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that part of the family that is in Heaven, 


and that which is upon Earth, ſhall bs 


united in One, and ſo ſhall we ever be 
with the Lord. 

Let us pray! to Gop, chat he would help 
us to make ſuch an improvement of this 
funeral. 
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ERRORS. 


Age 34. in the notes, line 2. for Toir, read Tours, 
p. 35, in the notes l. ult. for Poictou, r. Poitiers. 


Mr. Cor ro could never be perſuaded 
to print any Sermons, but one preached to 
the SOCIETIES for Reformation of Manners 


in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
Oct. 5. 1702. 
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